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BEYOND THE PRINCIPAL’S DRAWER: 
USING VAPE WASTE AS A CATALYST FOR CHANGE

Prevention Program Sharing 2025

Elyse Less
Willow Anderson



THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW CENTER
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LEGAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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Legal Research

Policy Development, Implementation, Defense

Publications

Trainings

Direct Representation

Lobby



OVERVIEW
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➢ The problem: We are not going to “clean up” our way out of this problem

➢ Schools

➢ Policies: What qualifies as an “upstream” solution?

➢ Litigation

➢ Resources

➢ Discussion 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.medicaljane.com/review/lax-disposable-vaporizer-pens-review/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Source: Why vapes and e-cigarettes are bad for the planet | The Hill

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4012281-why-vapes-and-e-cigarettes-are-bad-for-the-planet/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4012281-why-vapes-and-e-cigarettes-are-bad-for-the-planet/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4012281-why-vapes-and-e-cigarettes-are-bad-for-the-planet/
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.progressive-charlestown.com/2018/06/science-is-peer-reviewed-not-politician.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


E-CIGARETTE/VAPES
HAZARDOUS WASTE
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•Classified as an acute hazardous waste by the EPA

Nicotine and nicotine salts in e-cigarette devices

Devices are extremely difficult to recycle

•To dispose of must be handled like hazardous waste

Harmful to humans even at low doses

•Hazardous waste, fire and explosion risk 

Batteries 

•Leaching of cobalt and other toxic metals 

Metals 

10/29/2025



COMMERCIAL TOBACCO PRODUCT USE AMONG MIDDLE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, 2023

10/29/2025 9

Source: cdc.gov: “Tobacco Product Use among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2023.”

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7244a1.htm?s_cid=mm7244a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7244a1.htm?s_cid=mm7244a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7244a1.htm?s_cid=mm7244a1_w


FLAVORED E-CIGARETTE PRODUCTS
NICOTINE CONTENT COMPARED TO CIGARETTES
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Loon Air:

6000 puffs (13 ml x 60 mg)
= 26 packs of cigarettes

Loon Pluto: 2500+Puffs

(6 ml x 50 mg)​

= 10 packs of cigarettes

Loon Juice Box:​

4000+Puffs (14 ml x 50 mg)
= 23 packs of cigarettes

Photo credit (L) ANSR,  Product screenshots from 
theloonmn.com (M, R)​

Loon product screenshots: The Loon (theloonmn.com)

Slide content credit: Tobacco-Free Alliance
Loon screen shots: https://theloonmn.com/Loon screen shots: https://theloonmn.com/

5/1/2024

https://theloonmn.com/


NICOTINE IS STILL NOT HEALTHY

1964 2025

5/1/2024 11
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Know the Health Risks

Photo credit (L) ANSR,  Product screenshots from 
theloonmn.com (M, R)​

Image Credit: www.confirmbiosciences.com

E-cigarette users, including young adults, displayed 

worrisome changes in cardiovascular function and 

performed significantly worse on exercise 

stress testing than people who did not use 

any nicotine products.

2022 preliminary study, University of 

Wisconsin School of Medicine​

5/1/2024



OCTOBER 10, 2025, IPA PUBLISHES LANDMARK POSITION PAPER

“In contrast to early hopes and 
assumptions, e-cigarettes are not 
an effective harm reduction 
strategy for adults and pose a 
serious risk to nicotine-naive 
youth.”
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▪ $9.5 billion/year spent on marketing, vast majority in the retail 

environment.

▪ 90% of youth report exposure to cigarette, 80% to e-cigarette ads.

PUNITIVE MEASURES DISCOUNT INDUSTRY TARGETING 
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Image from Flickr Commons author unknown
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Image from The Guardian, May 13, 2023



New York Times, May 11, 2023 

Father’s Vaping Supplies Fueled Fire That Killed Mother and 2 Children

ABC Action News, TV Producer Dead After Vape Pen 

Exploded

17



RECYCLING TRUCK DUMPS LOAD ON SUMMIT AVENUE AFTER 
CATCHING FIRE

18Photo credit: St. Paul Fire Department
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Photo credit: St. Paul Fire Department



HOW TO REMOVE AN EMBEDDED BATTERY IN A “DISPOSABLE” E-
CIGARETTE? 
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THE COST OF TOBACCO PRODUCT WASTE

What is the price of removing a battery?
What is the price of “disposing” of e-
cigarettes?

21
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A box of vaping products confiscated from students or thrown away at Boulder High School. The school's 
assistant principal collects items for later delivery to the county's hazardous waste facility.
John Daley/Colorado Public Radio



CONFISCATION AND PROPER DISPOSAL OF 
TOBACCO PRODUCT WASTE

FAQ for Schools and Others

Addressing the Burden of Hazardous E-Cigarette Waste at Schools

https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/sites/default/files/resources/Disposing-of-E-Cigarette-Waste.pdf
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/teenage-wasteland-addressing-burden-hazardous-e-cigarette-waste-schools
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/teenage-wasteland-addressing-burden-hazardous-e-cigarette-waste-schools
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/teenage-wasteland-addressing-burden-hazardous-e-cigarette-waste-schools


SCHOOLS



TOBACCO PRODUCT WASTE AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN K-12 
POLICY

10/29/2025 25



TPW IS A SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE

10/29/2025 26



ENCOURAGES PEER TO PEER INTERACTION

10/29/2025 27



ALREADY ALIGNS WITH COMMERCIAL TOBACCO 
CONTROL POLICIES

10/29/2025 28



DOWNSTREAM PROBLEMS
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POLICIES



BEYOND SCHOOL POLICIES
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UPSTREAM SOLUTIONS
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BEYOND SCHOOL POLICIES
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• Restrict Flavors

• Enact Broader Smoke-Free and 
Commercial Tobacco Free Clean 
Air Policies.

• Raise Price of Products 

• Prohibit Discounts and Price 
Promotions.

• Zone for Distance/Density From 
Youth Oriented Facilities. 

• Cap the Number of Retail 
Licenses

https://hhs.iowa.gov/tupc/exposure

Photo: Getty, Student Discounts To Help You Save In College – Forbes Advisor

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/student-discounts-to-save-in-college/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/student-discounts-to-save-in-college/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/student-discounts-to-save-in-college/


TOBACCO PRODUCT WASTE: TOBACCO RETAILER 
DENSITY

• Tobacco Retailer Density
o Targets

o Low-Income

o Youth

o Impacts
o Disrupts Quit Attempts

o Exposure

10/29/2025 35
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LITIGATION 



10/29/2025 37
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MEET MR. TRASH WHEEL: BALTIMORE HARBOR’S 
GOOGLY EYED GARBAGE GOBBLER

10/29/2025 39

Photo credit: Mr. Trash Wheel’s Website



TURN YOUR TRASH INTO DATA

San Diego State University Rutgers School of Public Health 

10/29/2025 40
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RESOURCES
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TACKLING TOBACCO PRODUCT WASTE
OPTIONS FOR MINNESOTA COMMUNITIES
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR TRIBAL COMMUNITIES
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DISCUSSION

10/29/2025 47



CONTACT US
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651.290.7513

publichealthlawcenter@mitchellhamline.edu

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

@phealthlawctr

facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/
http://www.twitter.com/phealthlawctr
http://www.facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter
http://www.facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter
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